Biopsy of lesions of the female genital tract.
Surgical biopsies are often the bedrock of contemporary medical care--the foundation upon which many subsequent and important medical decisions are based. The methods described herein have been found to be very reliable and to produce diagnostic material of high quality. Although some clinics have been reluctant to rely on FNA cytopathologic diagnoses, always insisting on traditional biopsies for histopathologic study, we have relied on both biopsy methods for more than 15 years. The diagnostic accuracy of both methods is greatly improved by attention to technical detail and adherence to an established protocol. Neither method is exclusively applicable in all clinical settings.